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This paper takes up the challenge of the conference, and of Michael E. Smith’s keynote 
lecture to ask how population aggregation, urbanization, and state formation relate in Early 
Iron Age Attica. Scholars have long noted and debated the sudden appearance of new 
population nucleations in Attica, and the coincident rapid increase in numbers of burials 
across Attica and in Athens itself in the eighth century BC. 

Thirty years ago, Ian Morris proposed to see a story of state-formation in the increased 
number of burials, in which a higher proportion of the population claimed the right to burial in 
a manner that archaeologists can recover, and the community came both to regulate the 
ways in which individuals used space, and to use spatial arrangements to create social 
order. That picture, however, ignored both the subsequent marked decrease in visible 
burials and the whole question of how the changes in Athens related to what was happening 
in the rest of Attica. 

This paper takes up the question of the movement of population between Athens and the 
rest of Attica, and asks what part was played in Athenian state formation by the presence of 
groups in newly urban Athens who could be differentiated not because they were more or 
less wealthy, or did or did not come from particular families, but because they came from a 
particular place. 


