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Over the past 20 years, an important development in social theory has been the 
recognition that all human life is embodied. Part-and-parcel to this embodiment is an 
inescapable sensual connection to the non-human things of the world, with which the 
human body is in a state of constant interaction. The stage upon which such interactions 
occur is the landscape. How we act — and interact — on this stage is influenced 
by the different categories of identity to which we belong, including sex, gender, age, 
class, faction, and ethnicity. In other words, people have different experiences of and in 
the landscape depending upon their gender and other identities. Further, just as societies 
endow different kinds of body with different expectations, rights, and limitations, places 
on the landscape might also be gendered in similar ways. Such intersections of landscape 
and gender have been explored in archaeology’s sister disciplines but remain relatively 
unexplored within archaeology itself. Where they have been looked at, however, these 
points of overlap have provided a much richer sense of life in the past, revealing complex 
heterogeneities in the landscapes and societies that we study.  This symposium brings 
together archaeologists, art and architectural historians, and ancient historians whose expertise 
spans the length and breadth of Europe in order to build synergy between engendered and 
landscape perspectives. Drawing on case studies from the Paleolithic to the Modern periods, 
we examine how people of different genders experienced the landscapes of the past and how 
specific places or elements within those landscapes became gendered.
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